
LOUNGE 
ACT

THE LATEST 
LAUNCHES 
TO CREATE 

AN OUTDOOR 
SANCTUARY

+
THE GOLDEN 

STATE’S 
BRIGHTEST 

STARS SHARE 
THEIR STORIES 

FORCE OF NATURE
DESIGN’S TOP TALENTS TAKE IT OUTSIDE

BY THE PUBLISHERS OF ANGELEN0, SAN FRANCISCO, SILICON VALLEY, 
MODERN LUXURY RIVIERA AND MODERN LUXURY SAN DIEGO

@INTERIORSCALIFORNIA 
MODERNLUXURYINTERIORS.COM



JOYCE DOWNING 

PICKENS OF JDP 

INTERIORS SOLVES 

A WINDOW PUZZLE 

THAT MA XIMIZES 

VIEWS AND SEATING  

IN A RUSSIAN  

HILL HOME. 
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S E R E N E  
S C E N E S

Interiors of this Russian 
Hill home were redone 

to highlight views of 
the San Francisco Bay 

and provide ample 
space for entertaining.
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Ask anyone with a home on San Francisco’s Russian Hill 
why they live where they do, and it comes down to two words: 
the view. From this upscale neighborhood just north (and slightly 
downhill) of Nob Hill, you can see the San Francisco Bay and 
Alcatraz Island, and depending on the home’s orientation, 
the Bay Bridge or the Golden Gate Bridge. (Those with full-
floor penthouses are fortunate enough to capture all four with 
360-degree views.) For a young professional couple in their 30s, 
the vistas from the living room of their stand-alone home on 
Russian Hill were top of mind, and, as is the case with many who 
move in together, they wanted to start afresh. Thanks to a friend 
in the Hollywood Hills, whose modern home they admired, 
they enlisted the same interior designer, Joyce Downing Pickens 

of JDP Interiors in Los Angeles, to help them put their own 
updated stamp on a five-bedroom, 3,298-square-foot house 
whose interiors had a 1990s glass-and-chrome feel.

 The couple had fallen in love with a metal-and-leather 
deck chair by New York-based BDDW, an American furniture-
maker with a rustic-meets-modern feel. Pickens’ design was 
developed around the chair, augmented by the couple’s request 
for a color scheme that was light and bright with contrast, but 
also tilted toward the serene, with a few pieces of hip and funky 
furniture thrown into the mix. None of the home’s architecture 
was touched in the project, and beechwood floors were left intact. 
Pickens says she employed colors “that were peeking through 
these giant windows at the time of my initial visit, especially 
from Alcatraz Island—greens, browns, creams and tan, while 
infusing pops of black for a dramatic effect.” The overall result: 
“warm and sophisticated,” Pickens says.

 It was on her first visit to the property that Pickens was 
confronted with her biggest challenge. “The windows and the 
view just beyond them is what was so incredible about this space 
but also what made this project tricky,” she recalls. “Every main 
wall was a window, so we were stuck with the dilemma of trying 
to configure a furniture plan without blocking the view.” She 
might have avoided seating near the windows entirely. Instead, 
she opted for low, open seating that embraced the windows by 
wrapping around them in the form of a custom sofa inspired 
by Hans Wegner and upholstered in an alpaca boucle fabric by 
Rogers & Goffigon. Walls throughout the home were given a 

“EVERY MAIN WALL WAS 

A WINDOW, SO WE WERE 

STUCK WITH THE DILEMMA 

OF TRYING TO CONFIGURE A 

FURNITURE PLAN WITHOUT 

BLOCKING THE VIEW.” 

 –JOYCE DOWNING PICKENS

Interior designer Joyce 
Downing Pickens in 
the dining room of the 
Russian Hill home

A cozy velvet 
banquette in the 

breakfast nook 
pairs with a table 
by Stahl + Band.
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DESIGN 
DETAILS
TYPE
Single-family home

LOCATION
San Francisco’s Russian Hill

INTERIOR DESIGN
Joyce Downing Pickens,  
JDP INTERIORS
jdpinteriors.com       

CARPENTER
Quality Custom Furniture
qualityfurniture.us

RESOURCES 
BANANAS & HAMMOCKS
Dining tabletop
bananasandhammocks.com

BDDW
Sling chair
bddw.com

CHAIRISH
Living room moon and sphere  
coffee table
chairish.com

DOS GALLOS
Living room side table
dosgallos.com

JPD INTERIORS
Kitchen banquette, master  
bed design
jdpinteriors.com

LAWSON-FENNING
Kitchen and dining room  
light fixtures
lawsonfenning.com

NICKEY KEHOE
Living room vintage carpet
nickeykehoe.com

ROGERS & GOFFIGON
Living room sofa upholstery 
rogersandgoffigon.com

THOMAS HAYES STUDIO
Dining chairs
thomashayesstudio.com

SHADE INC.
Curtains and blinds
shadesf.com

STAHL + BAND
Kitchen nook table
stahlandband.com
 

WORKSTEAD
Living room lamp and master 
bedrooms sconces
workstead.com

coat of Benjamin Moore paint in Simply White. 
The off-white sofa in the living room is joined by 
a postmodern Italian travertine sphere and moon 
glass coffee table from Junque in My Trunk in 
Portland, Ore. (and sold by San Francisco-based 
Chairish). In the breakfast nook, a banquette is 
covered in moss green velvet; the round table with 
a unique pedestal base is a custom work from Stahl 
+ Band, a noted Southern California design studio. 
To existing chrome and brushed chrome metals, 
Pickens mixed in brass and bronze for more depth, 
using brass predominantly for light fixtures. 

 The couple, who enjoy hosting dinners 
and having friends over for cocktails, wanted ample 
seating for entertainment. The kitchen underwent 
only minor changes to cabinet hardware and the 
addition of undercounter bar stools from Mater 
USA. In the dining room, there’s room for 10 guests 
at a custom travertine dining table whose top was 
built by Bananas & Hammocks, a furniture-maker 
in coastal Ventura, north of Los Angeles. Chairs 
are by Thomas Hayes Studio, a firm that specializes 
in handmade furniture in Hollywood. Pickens 
sourced a vintage 1970s travertine table base and 
a glass tabletop on Craigslist, but wanted a new 

travertine tabletop made. The tabletop’s immense 
weight required the engineering of a metal platform 
that could be inserted into grooves in the base and was 
sturdy enough to prevent the table from collapsing. As 
no project is without its unforeseen challenges, the 
first tabletop cracked in half in the artisan’s workroom. 
The second tabletop was loaded into a truck and sent 
up the coast. Deliverymen carried it down a precarious 
set of narrow stairs and into the home, one of the 
most stressful installation moments in Pickens’ six-
year career. “I don’t know why I make my life this 
hard,” she says, “but I get something in my head and 
I make it happen.” 

 The project took six months and installation 
occurred while the couple went out of town for a week. 
The BDDW chair, key to the entire design, arrived 
with only two days to spare. Pickens wasn’t on hand to 
see the couple’s reaction in person, but has it on good 
authority that jaws dropped. As for the lady of the 
house, with whom she spoke? “She was really happy,” 
Pickens says. 

From top: A three-
legged living room 
side table by Dos 
Gallos; the living room 
contains a custom 
sofa, the BDDW 
chair around which 
the interiors were 
designed, and a clever 
moon and sphere 
coffee table sourced 
via Chairish. Opposite 
page: The master 
bedroom’s crisp black 
and cream palette is 
accented with brass 
bedside sconces 
by Workstead; the 
homeowners’ striking 
black stool lends a 
graphic touch.


